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ORIGINAL RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE, 


For the Methodist Protestant. 
VIRGINIA. 


Abingdon, ‘February 8, 1832. 


Dear Brotuer,—It is always peculiarly 
pleasing and interesting to me, and is doubtless 
so to all the friends of Zion, to see and read 
plain and faithful accounts of the dealings of God 
to any people; his goodness and his mercy 
displayed in their behalf, in establishing them in 
the ways of his Holiness; especially in making 
them a people, who were no people! —in softening 
down the bitter animosity of ungenerous ene- 
mies, and raising up friends to the almost friend- 
less, among the very persons who had suffered 
themselves to be led into error, by the misrepre- 
sentations of interested opponents; and in bless- 
ing the humble efforts of those, ‘‘who were 
counted the filth and offscouring of all things,”’ 
to promote the interests of the Redeemer’s 
kingdom, answering their prayers, granting their 
requests, and causing them to experience the 
truth of the Saviour’s words, “‘blessed are the poor 
in spirit, for their’s is the kingdom of heaven.”’ 

One year has rolled away, and with the thou- 
sands that preceded it, has been borne on the 
wings of fleeting time to the eternity of the 
past, since about 12 persons assembled in my 
school room, nine of whom resolved to secede 
from the Methodist Episcopal Church, and form 
a Methodist Protestant Church in Abingdon. 
Then, as if the signal for war had been given, 
and the tocsin sounded throughout our borders; 


the work of defamation commenced, and our 


ears were astounded, our senses shocked, and 
our feelings deeply wounded by the profuse ap- 
plication of degrading epithets, which were mer- 
cilessly showered uponus. ‘‘Backsliders, dregs 
of the church, filth,’ &c. were among the 
milder appellatives given us. We felt as many 
more who have suffered on the same account 
have felt,—that God only was our hope; and 
deeply humbled, we earnestly applied to him 
for aid and protection, that If we came aright to 
him, he would not cast us off, as our earthly 
friends had done. And we were not disap- 
pointed,—the comforter was sent us,—a Shep- 
herd was given us, through whose.labour of love, 
attended with the divine blessing, we have gone 
on to prosper, and blessed be the name of tae 
Lord, many precious seasons have we en- 
joyed together. We now number 36; have a 
strong hold on the affections of the people. 
and many friends among our former foes. Oh! 
that the Lord would keep us humble, save us 
from pride and an exalted spirit, and when we 
stray from the way of his testimonies, lead us 
back again and cause us to walk in the way 
everlasting. 

During the year our meetings pres live- 
ly and well attended, but without avlempting an 
account of them all, I shall conclude with a 
brief notice of our last Quarterly Meeting, 
which closed the period of our dear Brother 


; * «Cosby's labour among us for the present. 


| profitable love feast. 


‘mency of the weather; the congregation was 


It commenced Friday night, Jan. 27, at which | 
time we had a delightful and doubtless a. very 
The house was well filled 
with the members of the different churches, and 
many others, and as the brethren and sisters 
spoke to each other of the goodness of-God to 
their souls, and renewed their covenants with 
Him and one another, resolving to spend their 
days in his service;—the spirit of the Lord 
came down,—hearts melted—tears flowed, and 
the sweetness of those moments was like to 
that which flows through the souls of the re- 
deemed on high, when ascribing ‘glory to God 
and to the Lamb forever.’ May the memory of 
those happy seasons ever abide with us! 


Saturday, at 11 o’clock, owing to the incle- 


small, but we had a mournfully pleasing time. 
Saturday night the house was full to overflow- 
ing, and at the close there were indications of 
good. | 

Sunday morning it commended snowing vio- 
lently, and by the time that preaching was to 
commence, the depth of the snow was such as 
to hinder all the ladies, at any distance from the 
meeting, from attending; the house was, never- 
theless, tolerably well filled, and the time not 
unprofitably spent. Class meeting was appoint- 
ed to be held at 3 o’clock in the evening, but 
when we assembled, it was found utterly im- 
possible to hold a class, and we _ necessarily 
turned it into a prayer meeting. And now the 
long smothered grief burst forth, and when 
Brother Cosby gave out the first lines of the 
farewell hymn— 


*‘O! happy day when saints shall meet 
To part no more;” 


as if the reality of our situation had just been 
made known to us, and we made to feel that we 
should shortly lose our dear Shepherd, per- 
haps to see him no more in this world, our tears 
could no longer be restrained, and we wept to- 
gether with mingled emotions of sorrow and 
joy. We tried to sing. but most of our voices 
were hushed in the torrent of grief, and sobs 
were more distinct than the pleasing sounds of 
melody. We endeavoured to raise our voices 
to the Throne of Grace, but our utterance was 
stopped, and we commended each other to the 
God of grace and consolation through fastly 
flowing tears, At night the farewell sermon 
was delivered to a full house, and then came 
the parting scene. Weeping friends bidding an 
affectionate adieu to a weeping minister, while 
those who could not weep, showed by their 
countenances that they deeply felt the solemni- 
ty of the occasion. That meeting and its ef- 
fects, and that parting of Christian friends, is 
recorded on the page of eternity! ‘O that the 
times of refreshing from the presence of the 
Lord were come!’ then should his saints -re- 
joice, and the Jost ones be reclaimed to the ho- 
nour of our God, and the glory of his grace. 
Affectionately yours, &c. 


F. L. B. SHAVER, 


For the Methodiet 


NORTH CAROLINA. : 


Granville county, January 29, 1832. 

Dear Brotner,—Although a stranger te you, 
and quite an obscure lay-man in the»Church of 
Christ, yet I would fain throw in my mite, with 
our numerous and valuable correspondents, if 
y that means I could in any way promote what 
I conceive te be a good cause; but such is my 
constitutional plainness of speech, that I almost 
fear to express my thoughts, lest +I should 


offend some of those, whose conduct in some re- 


spects is surely reprehensible. I havebeen a 
member of a Methodist Church about twenty- 


five years, seventeen or eighteen of which, were ~ 


spent without examining into the principles or 

enius of the government of the church of Which 

was a member, and while I thus went on, im- 
plicitly following, as the clerical administrators 
and the thieeyi authorised expounders of mor- 
al discipline,” chose to lead, they appeared to 
think me a tolerably clever man; but when [ 
became a subscriber, some seven or eight years 
ago for the Mutua} Rights, &c. while in pamph- 
let form, and commenced an examination of the 
subject of church government, they then began 
to loqk at me askance, or with a suspicious eye. 
I have been a regular subscriber for the above 
named periodical ever since, and have become 
still more vile, by recommending it to others, 
and have consequently incurred the displeasure 
of the ruling authorities of the Methodist Epis- 
copal Church; I was one among the first lay-men 
in this state, who advocated a liberal and republi- 
can form of church government, and have been a 
member of the Protestant Methodist Church, 
from its origin until now, and have cheerfully 
borne my part of the reproach and obloquy, 
which have been thrown on the worthy conduc- 
tors and patrons of your valuable periodical; and 
although myself, in common with my brethren 
have been treated as heathen men and publicans, 
by those who should have loved us as brethren, 
yet I can say with gratitude to my God, I trust, 
that as it respects myself, I have not realized or 
manifested any dereliction of christian princi- 
ple or practice. 


As it respects our prospects in this region, as 
an infant brancn of Christ’s militant ehurch,» lL 
am glad to say that although the rigours of the 
present winter have prevented us enjoyin 
the public means of grace as frequently ion 
profitably, as we might otherwise have done, 
yet we have been favoured with a regularin- 
crease of members, and we are looking out for 
better times, when mild and lovely spring shall 
aoen invite to the house of prayer and of praise. 

ith regard to our ripoigias of government, 
[ believe there is not (near Granville where they 
are generally know) so much ag a dog that moves 
his tongue against them; I Wave heard, however 
at a distance, where the efforts of slander and 
detraction have been successful in keeping the 
people ignorant of principles and true char- 
acter as a church, that we are viewed as a set of 


|backsliders, scismatics, restless spirits, 
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ants after power, &c. &c.; and the people are 
led to wonder if any good thing can come out of 
Nazareth. Thousands of well meaning people 
there are, nodoubt, who have had their credulity 
abused in this way, by the authority and influ- 
ence of clerical lords over God’s heritage, and 
such people are perhaps ee objects of our 
pity rather than our scorn. Our principles and 
polity sir.asa church, need only to be known, 
to be approved by the intelligent and the unpre- 
judiegd, and there is no enemy that we have so 
much cause to fear as ignorance, and especially 
when that ignorance is willful, or the offspring 
of bigotry; and it is a source of regret with me. 
that your useful periodical, which disseminates 
light wherever it is read, is not more generally 
circulated; indeed, sir, I read it frequently with 
mixed sensations of pleasure and of sorrow, 
when I recollect that many, even of our friends 
who do not, I trust, entertain the smallest pre- 
judice against us, will voluntarily forego such a 
mental feast, as your paper furnishes weekly, 
while some of them spend annually,.unneces- 
sarily more in superfluities than double the 
amount which would procure it. But, sir, my 
time and paper both advertise me that it is time 
toclose. I regret the circumstance of your hav- 
ing so often to remind delinquent subscribers of 
their duty; while I rejoice that so many are 
punctual. [| add no more only a fervent prayer 
to the Great Head of the church, that he wuuld 
be pleased to sanction your efforts and those of 
your valuable correspondants to disseminate use- 
ul truth and light, and reward you with his 
smiles and presence here, and with eternal glo- 
ry hereafter. Your brother in Christ, 

IVEY HARRIS. 


For the Methodist Protgptant. 
Extract of a letter, dated 
Carlisle, Penn. February, 1132. 


“T am informed that at the quarterly meeting 
at Concord, the people of God were much re- 
freshed; the Lord was with them. Six or seven 
were soundly converted, and joined the Metho- 
dist Protestant Church. 


For the Methodist Protestant. 
NEW YORK. 


Albany, N. Y. Feb. (th 1832. 


Dear Brother,—Having recently returned 
from a visit to Cherry Valley and Utica, I am 
inclined to believe that the friends to reform 
will be pleased to hear, through the medium of 
your useful paper, something of the progress of 
the work in those sections of it. 

On the 13th of January last, [ arrived at Cher- 
ry Valley, and in the evening attended the com- 
mencement of a quarterly meeting for the Cher- 
ry Valley circuit, at that place, which continu- 
ed until Sunday evening. During the process 
of the meeting six discourses were delivered, in 
the very ample Lancasterian scliool house in 
that pleasant village, to crowded and attentive 
congregations. At our love fcast, on Sabbath 
morning, the power of God was wonderfully 
displayed in breaking down sectarian barriers, 
thrown around us by our Episcopal brethren; 


and many, very many, lost their prejudice} 


against us at that time. It was a melting and 
soul refreshing season! But the scene, present- 
ed at the Lord’s table, was interesting beyond 
description.’ The invitation was general to all 
the people of God to come and partake with us. 
And to our great joy and satisfaction it was ac- 
cepted by almost every professor in the house, 
as far as could be ascertained, of every denomi- 


Surrounded the table of the Lard in remem-| 
brance of their crucified Redeemer. If ever this 
ordinance was owued of God; #£ was then; for 
unanimity prevailed, and love ¢Fo neckthe feast, 
—the cementing love of God brégkts dows 
partition walls, and makes -speopple one: 
Five precious souls were happily convertéd from 
nature to grace, as we judged?from the evidence 
given, as a part of the fruits of that interesting 
meeting, and many more were seriously con- 
victed and desired the prayers of God’s people. 
But God only knows the whole amount of good 
that may result from that heavenly interview. 

After the quarterly meeting I visited several 
of the preaching places, on the Cherry Valley 
circuit, and found them in a promising and pros- 
perous condition. Reform has never taken so 
deep a root at that section, as at, and since the 
quarterly meeting, so successfully held there as 
above stated. 

On Friday, January 20th, father Gilbert and 
myself, after riding over mountdins and snow- 
drifts, and once capsizing and emptying the 
whole contents of our cutter upon the snow, at 
about six o’clock in the evening, reached Utica. 
Agreeably to appointment a quarterly meeting 
was commenced the same evening. Our meet- 
ings from Friday evening until Sunday morning 
were not large, but animated. The love feast 
on Sunday morning was well attended, and ren- 
dered a blessing to all believers present. About 
fourty-four communicants partook of the Lord’s 
supper—-among whom were some of our Episco- 
pal M. brothers. It was a blessed time. Atour 
prayer meeting on Sunday evening, after preach- 
ing, the altar, as it had been the evening before, 
was crowded with mourners, most of whom pro- 
fessed to have found the pearl of great price be- 
fore the meeting closed; but some went away 
sorrowing. Orn Monday the excitement had be- 
come so general, and there being so many la- 
bouring under deep conviction, it was thought 
best to continue the meeting as long as the Lord 
should continue to work so powerfully upon the 
hearts of the people. The meeting was accord. 
ingly continued until Thursday evening with 
increasing interest, and enlarged congregations. 
On Friday morning I was compelled, though re- 
luctantly, to leave the scene of this gracious and 
heart cheering work, to fill an appointment at 
Cherry Valley, and return to my residence in 
Albany. But before [left Utica I had the plea- 
sure to learn, that at least thirty-five souls pro- 
fessed to have been converted to God, or re- 
claimed from a state of gross backsliding. Glo- 
ry to God! ‘Lhe harvest truly is great, but the 
labourers are few. Brother Gilbert remained on 
the ground to continue the meetings as above 
stated—and I expect to hear of many addition- 
al fruits of its contiuuance. On my return to 
Cherry Valley, | found the same good spirit 
prevailing, and left it under a sure beiief, that 
it would like ‘‘the pure testimony cut its way 
through.”? Iam in bonds of fraternal love, &c. 


J. W. PADDOCK. 


Extract of a letter from Rev. D. E. Reese, dated 
New York, Feb. 14, 1832. 


Dear Brotuer,—The work of the Lord is 
‘reviving gloriously among us in this city. Last 
‘Sabbath evening I preached in Sullivan-street 
church, to the largest congregation perhaps 
ever in that house. The power of the highest 
was present to kill, and to make alive. In a 
few minutes after preaching, an invitation being 


nation. More than one handfed comtnunicants prying for mercy and redemption in the blood 


of Christ, by faith. Many found peace; and the 
work is in prosperous progress; by protracted 
meetings. Praise the Lord, whose ear has been 
ttenlive to the cries of his dear children, who 
have been fervently supplicating his eternal 


.| throne for the outpouring of his Holy Spirit. 


, Our much esteemed Sister Thompson is most 
powerfully and efficiently appealing to thou- 
sands in this city, every week, in the all-pre- 
vailing name of Jesus. Her week-day female 
meetings, have been powerfully successful. Not 
a day passes, in which she is not called to ad- 
minister consolation and comfort to inquiring 
‘migurneérs of every grade. May the great Head 
of ‘the:ehurch contitiue to give the flood-tide of 
successful prosperity to her unwearled works of 
faith and labour of love, for the salvation of 
mankind. 


For the Methodist Protestant 
The following is from an elder of the Methodist 
Protestant Church, dated, 

New York, February Sth, 1832. 


Dear Brother,—As good news from this re- 
gion, may be satisfactory to many of your nu- 
merous readers, permit me to send you a brief 
communication. 

For some months past we have been favoured 
with the gentle showers from “Hermons hill. 
Our prayer meetings; class meetings; love feasts, 
and public adminstrations, have been blessed of 
God, with considerable energy, life and power. 
Occasionally, souls awakened and converted to 
God! A gradual and regular increase of mem- 
bers to our Zion, who bid fair for heaven. But 
nothing of an extraordinary character. Our 
dear brethren in the ministry, have laboured on, 
with apparent ardour, solicitude, faith and 
prayer, looking for the grace of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, to be poured out upon our people and 
congregations, but until recently, we were con- 
strained to roll our cry to God, and our people, 
‘who hath believed our report; and to whom is 
the arm of the Lord revealed??? But the Lord 
has been pleased to raise our drooping spirits, 
and cheer our almost desponding hopes. Praise 
his holy name ferever. The blessed work ap- 
pears to be moving on with more rapidity; scores 
among us, are enquiring the way to Zion; with 
their faces thitherward. Scores have recentl 
been seen crying, what must I do to be saved 
—and willingly presenting themselves as the 
subjects of prayer, and the objects of the mer- 
cy of God. May this be the beginning of good 
days. Pray for us; that the Great Head of the 
church, may pour out upon us copiously, and 
successively, the showers of awakening, con- 
verting and sanctifying grace, until this desert, 
moral wilderness, shall flourish and blossom as 
the rose. | 

For a few weeks we have been favoured with 
the gospel labours of our much esteemed sister 
‘Thompson; an eminent female minister of the 
gospel of God, our Saviour. She is a risen 
martyr of the nineteenth century in America; 
slain exclusively for the word of God, and the 
testimony she bore of the gospel of Jesus Christ. 
She fell by the ministry of the church of her 
choice, in whose bosom she had cherished a 
hope to live and die. But she fell a victim to 
ecclesiastical power and clerical domination, 
which class has slain its hundreds; even on the 
svil of Columbia’s happy land. But the God of 
helpless and defenceless innocence and piet 


given, the altar of prayer was crowded | 
fend to end; and in many places in double file, 


sustained her, and raised her up, to cry to all 
around, with the female at Samaria’s well, “‘come 
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and see a man that told me all that I ever did! 
Is not this the Christr” 

Her labours have evidently been blessed in 
her visit to this city. Her congregations are 
crowded by listening thousands of all denomi- 
nations, who hear the chastity of her language; 
the unaffected purity of her style: the ardent 
solicitude of her addresses; and the weight. ane, 
solidity of her appeals with ecstacy and delight. 
Her female meetings are attended also, by 
thonsands of her own sex, who attend her 
communications with the soul thrillings of joy 
and peace in the Holy Ghost; or the dolorous 
groans of penitential sorrow for sin, streaming 
eyes, and uplifted cries to the plaintive ear of 
a compassionate Jesus. May the Lord Jesus 
Christ, whe beheld his female followers, last at 
the bloody cress; and first at his bursting tomb; 
sustain and uphold sister Thompson, by the 
pewer of his word and spirit, and make her the 
blessed means of converting thousands from the 
error of their ways: who may be as stars in the 
crown of her rejoicing in eternity! : 


The following letter is from Rev. Geo. ‘Thomas, 
President New York Annual Conference, 


dated New York, Feb. 14, 1832. 


Dear Brotner,—Permit me, through the 
medium of the Methodist Protestant, to remind 
brethren of this district, and all others concern- 
ed, of the approaching Annual Conference for 
this district, that they may timely elect their 
delegates, and make such other arrangements 
as are necessary. The Conference will con- 
vene on Friday, the 12th of April next, in the 
new church in Attorney-street, in this city. 


Permit me also, through the same medium, 
for the general satisfaction of ail concerned, to 
communicate, so far as my knowledge of the 
district extends, and so far as facts have pre- 
sented themselves to me, through the district, 
during this conference year, having travelled it 
somewhat extensively, and having witnessed 
many memorable circumstances, by many never 
to be forgotten, I repeat, permit me in general 
to say, the work of the Lord prosper- 

ng amongst us. The Lord is blessing our in- 

fant Zion. Her borders are enlarging—new 
circuits have been formed—many new societies 
have been added, and many revivals of religion 
have been witnessed, since our last Annual Con- 
ference, within the bounds of this district. And 
many are the doors that are thrown wide open 
for the preaching of the word, and many are 
the calls for more ministerial help in the north- 
ern and western parts of the district, and in the 
city. At this time there is a blessed work going 
on in the Sullivan-street church, the altar of 
prayer has been recently and repeatedly crowd- 
ed from end to end, and many have rejoiced in 
the God of their salvation within a few days. 


Extract of another letter, dated 
New York, Feb. 16, 1832. 


Sister Thompson is instrumental in doing 
much good amongst us and is increasing in 
popularity and usefulness. No house here will 
contain her congregations. | 

Last Tuesday evening the Hall of Science 
was literally stowed, and hundreds could not 
get in the house; and what is still more gratify- 
ing, many have been awakened. Our prospects 
are excellent as a people, and we shall probably 
require three stationed preachers for the ensu- 


ing conference year. 


METHODIST PROTESTANT. 


For the Methodist Protestant. 

NO. Ill. 
A Theory of ministerial instruction and authority; 
and of mental and religious docility and obe- 
dience;, showing how the former may become 


f domination, and the latter mental and religious 


servility; and also, how these consequences may 
be prevented. 


We have not been able fully to convince our- 
selves, that the founders of the great religious 
systems, in which, society divides into classes, 
and these classes become perpetually separate, 
were it first, fully aware of the law of suffering, 
and consequent action, as we have described it. 
Mohamed, it should appear, changed his plans 
more than once, professing indeed to be guided 
by revelation. Is not the conjecture plausible, 
that these fathers may have been influenced, by 
what is called, instinct, that is, a species of appe- 
tite, or a modification of the law of self-preser- 
vation. A leader in a new system, has his all 
at stake. A desire of success, with him must 
be infinite. ‘The strength and steadiness of his 
belief, in the truth sad goodness of his cause, 
will not surely have a tendency to diminish this 
desire. It is not enough to make proselytes, or 
converts, not enough to secure them; their co- 
operation must be secured. But how can this 
be effected? Not by prisons and chains; not by 
mere terror. It is evident, that the first con- 
verts must become voluntary, must be made to 
love the leader and his cause; otherwise the 
cause must die with the founder. Some must 
become voluntary teachers, and some voluntary 
learners; some must love to teach; and some must 
love tolearn. ‘These alone will be trust-worthy 
as these alone will manifest complacency. Any 
means or plan, which may be hit upon, then, to 
make and secure converts under this desire of 
success, will not be apt to be overlooked, or ne- 
glected. But the same process, which may 
make one loving and willing disciple may make 
an indefinite number; and the reciprocal plea- 
sure of the maker and the made, will have a ten- 
dency to ensure the repetition of the experi- 
ment. Now while this eventful question of **to 
be or not to be” is still pending, the mind of the 
founder or leader will find little occasion, or In- 
clination to look forward to final results. ‘The 
principle being supposed, or assumed to be good; 
after inexpressible care and anxiety, an experi- 
ment at length succeeds; the volition, the affec- 
tion, and the happiness of the convert are made 
sure, Who but a fabled giant could effect all 
this witha single sword. Religious conquorers, 
so called are not apt to kill their own deveted 
friends; nor to make men love them by mere ex- 
hibitions of terror. May it not be questioned 
whether the usual idea of propagating religion 
by the sword is philosophically correct? The 
millions of men who have been slain in religious 
wars, while fighting to repel the progress of 
new religions are not surely to be recorded 
ainong the converts of the sword. 

Mr. Wesley tells us, that justas he had made 
arrangements to build his first house in Bristol, 
he met with Mr. Whitefield, who cautioned him 
against the danger of committing such matters 
to trustees, and that he had the deed drawn up 
in his own name; the experiment succeeded; the 
people were still willing to give their money; 
and the plan has been pursued ever since. ‘This 
house building for preachers has now become a 
passion. What would have been the conse- 
quence, if the plan had not succeeded? Did 
the founder of Methodism foresee all that has 
since come to pass? Did he foreknow, whom 


ECCLESIASTICAL. 


he would make the inheritors of this immense 
property. The instinct, or instinctive law of 
self-preservation, is one of thé strongest in na- 
ture. Who can tell how often it has been fol- 
lowed, under the persuasion of its being a spe- 
cial providence. We are inclined to refer ma- 
ny things, in the incipient history of religious 
denominations, to this mighty excitement of the 
principle of self-preservation; rather*than to du- 
plicity or deception. 

We have ranked Episcopal Methodism with 
the hyerarchies. In order to see how far we are 
justifiable in so doing; we will now make re- 
presentation, a character of a system of elassifi- 
cation. 

Class I. Forms of religious government with- 
out representaion. 1. Druidism. 2. Brahmin- 
ism. 3. Mohamedism, 4. Catholicism. 5. Epis- 
copal Methodism. 

Class If. Forms of religious government 
with representation. 1. Lutherianism. 2, Pres- 
byterianism. $8. Congregationalism. 4. Pro- 
tant Episcopalianism. 5. Protestant Method- 
ism. The genus and species, in these classes 
differ; but not so as to affect the principle of the 
classification. The distinction bétween an ani- 
mal without legs, and one with legs, is not more 
apparent. It is obviously then to representa- 
tion, or the voice, or suffrage of the people, that 
recourse must be had, to correct the tendency 
in teaching and ruling, to become domination; 
and the tendency in docility and obedience from 
becoming servility. In this opinion we are not 
entirely singular. Mr. Wesley has given a 
parrallel case, on the love of money. He makes 
a correct use of money to be a virtue, and an 
abuse of it, to be a vice; and he lays down three 
maxims, or canons, to prevent or correct the 
vice. Ist, Earn all youcan. 2d, Save all you 
can;—and 3d, give al youcan. Why not do 
the same with power? Why not, in order to 
prevent the love of it, give all you can? He 
reprobates the idea of some old writer, who 
advised that money should be thrown into the 
sea. The meheces: Aves of any powerful stimulit 
in the body politic, as well as in the physical 
body, may well be supposed to be dangerous. 
The rule holds good in all nature, that whatever 
operates at all has a tendency to operate to a 
maximium effect. Js it not equally true in 
morals and zovernfent Why are net literary 
and scientific teaching and government followed 
with the same consequences, as we have seen 
in the great hyerarchies?) Why do not the fa- 
culties in modern colleges display a system of 
domination; and why do not the graduates be- 
come servile? ‘The reason is, the principle of 
equality is conserved. The learner is raised by 
his instruction, to a condition of equality with 
his teacher. So also in republics; though men 
are ruled, they become equal with the ruler. 
The right of suffrage and representation in the 
church, is the only natural and safe correction, 
or preventive of the tendency in the use of min- 
isterial power to its abuse. Without this how 
is it possible to prevent the distance between 
the ruler and the ruled from becoming like the 
impassible gulph? ‘The tendency to inequality 
in ruling aud obeying is inherent in the nature 
of things, it and only be corrected by a third, or 
a fureign cause. Lay representation in the 
church like that of the peoplein the state, is the 
admission of equality. upon principle; and the 
practice of it must tend to generate correspond- - 
ing opinions and sentiments. Teaching and 
ruling would be materially modified, by the ex- 
istence of representation in the church. The 


teacher and the ruler knowing the destination of 
the people to a final equality of condition, would 
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be deeply interested in preparmg them to act 
their part, as free and independent men. Per- 
sons who receive their first lessons upon the 


elements of the rights of men to think, and 


speak, and act for themselves, in religious so- 
ciety, take a very different attitude in the 
church, frem those whose minds and failings are 
educated to conform to the minds and wills of 
their educators. Representation in the social bo- 
dy, is as those circulations in the material body, 
ohh prevent fatal obstructions; or what is call- 
ed in mechanics, the conservation of forces. 


For the Methodist Protestant. 

Mr. Editor,—I have for some time past been 
thinking on the subject of writing to you, and 
through you to the friends of religious liberty 
generally, but on reading in your valuable pa- 
per so much on the reason and equity of a 
representative church government, I have been 
deterred thus late from offering any thing of my 
own, from a persuasion that enough had been 
said and was saying to convince any one, who 
had not made a covenant with unbelief. 

My silence in this matter, however, has been 
broken by the recollection of a similar reserva- 
tion with which I was plagued, in my inquiries 
into the principles of the ecclesiastical govern- 
ment under which I had for some time lived, 
and the continual recurrence of the question, 
were all to act thus, what would the church 
have been? What would the world have been? 

I have also been encouraged to this adven- 
ture from the many conversations which I have 
had on this subject with friends and brethren, 
whose views I have found generally to accord 
with my own, while many of them yet sing the 
siren song of a peace which their better judg- 
ments will not attest, and foster by their exam- 
ple a system, despotic in its uature and danger- 
ous in its tendency. 

The authority adduced by the itinerancy for 
the present state of things, and the apology for 
them by many of the laity, are not, only sophis- 
tical in their nature, but amusing in their rela- 
tion. As to the Itinerancy, they argue justifi- 
cation upon two grounds; both of which, how- 
ever, are altogether untenab'e, viz: precedent 
and expediency. If by precedent, they refer to 
the church of Rome, and the domination of the 
Pope, then it is admitted they have a precedent; 
especially in their assumed authority over the 
temporal and spiritual of the church, over the 
consciences of men, and as it relates to ‘‘bulls 
of excommunication.”’ But the emblem of des- 
potism is too low authority to sanetion such a 
system in a land where the eagle of liberty soars 
so high and looks indignantly down upon all 
authority which cannot appeal to a higher au- 
thority than that which is earthty. If to any 
other branch of the Christian Church, I appre- 
hend a parallel will not be acknowledged, nor 
asserted, without giving offence to the guardian 
angel of religious liberty. | 

If reference be had to the example of apos- 
tles and primitive christians, the Sacred Record 
furnishes conclusive evidence that the economy 

_of the infant church harmonized with the doc- 
trine of Free Grace—its most beautiful feature— 
and not the discordant assumption of a part of 
the ministry to “lord it over God’s heritage.” 
The genius of Christianity was a birth of higher 
parentage than of bishops or of popes; nor can 
she be trammelled long, either by the paternal 
authority of the one, or the legislative conclave 


of the other. 


We read in Acts | and 15, that “the number 
of the names together, (where Matthias was 


chosen to take part in this ministry and apostle- 
ship, from which Judas, by transgression, fell, ) 
were one hundred and twenty. But the apos- 
tles and ministers were only a part of that num- 
ber. Again, when there arose in the church at 
Antioch a disputation respecting the circumcis- 
ing of the gentile converts, the brethren whom 
certain men taught, determined that Paul and 
Barnabas, and certain other of them, should go 
up to Jerusalem, to the apostles and elders 
about this question, and where there had been 
much disputing. Peter rose up, and after that 
Barnabas and Paul, declaring what miracles and 
wonders the Lord had wrought among the 
Gentiles by them; then James answered, &c. 
It appears from verse 22, that this was before 
the whole church, whom it pleased, together 
with the apostles and elders, to send chosen 
men of their own company to Antioch as mes- 
sengers of their decision on this interesting 
subject. 

In consulting the several epistles of the 
Apostles and the revelation to St. John and 
through him to the Churches of Asia, we find 
they were directed, the first, to the collective 
body of the churches respectively, and the se- 
cond, to the churches through their respective 
angels, agents, or ministry. From all which 
we may learn that “the divinely authorized ex- 
pounders of the Scriptures’ and the “divinely 


authorized legislators and executors of the mo- 


ral discipline of the church’’ is the discovery of 
an age subsequent to the Apostles, and cannot 
be plead as a right, conferred by our Saviour, 
St. Peter, or primitive example. 

It right to exclusive rule by a part of the min- 
istry, be argued on the ground of expediency, it 
is a mere begging of the question, and at issue 
with the self-evident maxim, “that error in 
principle always leads te errors in practice.” 

But the theory aud practice of the itinerancy 
upon their own principles are at variance, for 
while they strive to maintain the exclusive right 
of the ministry to expound the Scriptures and 
govern the church, they refuse the right to a 
large majority of the ministry of their commu- 
nion, and the circumstance of itinerating is made 
the sine qua non of a membership in the legisla- 
tive councils of the church. Here is a want of 
agreement between their theory and practice, 
and why the church should be thus deprived of 
such an acknowledged balance of wisdom and 
piety in her legislative counsels, is a singular 
mystery in Episcopal economy. 

In the above remarks, my brethren, you see 
some of my objections to the economy of a 
church, in which I lived for about eight years; 
about four of which as class leader, and four as 
a lucal preacher, all of which time I feel thank- 
ful to say, without having a charge preferred 
against me, but the most of it discontented, 
sheltering under a subterfuge which [ doubt not 
many Others are—that my relatives, some of 
them were in that church; my neighbors wero 
there; my friends were there; there were many 
good people there, it would expose me to gra- 
tuitous persecution to secede, without the abili- 
ty of defending a cause against such an over- 
whelming majority in numbers, and superiority 
in talent—I could get to heaven there, &c. 

After a long and severe conflict of this kind, 
between parleying and entreaty on the one hand, 
and principle, conscience, and Scripture on the 
Other; the latter has finally been overcome, and 
a month or two ago I united to the Methodist 
Protestant Church. 
| In thus putting my shoulders to the wheels of 
our infant Zion; t trust brethren to share largely 


in your prayers, for a fervent spirit, a strong 
faith, a well directed zeal, a confirmed hope,and 
perfect love. | 
We are gaining strength in this section of 
country, but long to hail a more auspious day. 
Yours in the bonds of a peaceful Gospel, 
CHARLES EVANS. 
Columbia county, Geo. Jan. 31, 1832. 


GENNESSEE CONFERENCE. 

The Gennessee Annual Conference com- 
menced its session on the Ist day of February, 
1832, in the village of Honeyoy, in the town of 
Richmond, New York—the conference organ- 
ized at 10 o’clock. After reading a portion of 
Sacred Scripture and prayer to Almighty God, 
Dr. James Covet was duly elected President 
for this year, and Micuart Burper, Secretary. 

The following is a list of appointments for 
the ensuing year:-— 


No. of members. 
103 Portage Circuit:—Orren Miller, Elder 
Superintendent. 
130 Batavia Ct:—Isaac Fister, E. Sup’t. 
00 Conquest Station—Joshua Beebe, Sup’t. 
60 Castile Ct:—Henry Webb, Deacon Su- 
perintendent. 
42 Utica St:—Michael Burdge, E. Sup’t. 
170 Hannibal Ct:—Elias B. Dare, Sup’t; Jno. 
Bb. Goodenough, E.; John P. Green, E. 
Morris Baldwin, E. 
50 Rochester and Pennfield, Ct:—Rob’t An- 
drews, E. Sup’t. 
74 Ogelen Ct:—Zenas Covel, E. Sup’t. 
100 and 30 children. Richmond Ct:—Dr. Jas. 
Covel, E. Sup’t; 8.8. Brown, P. Ass’t. 
13. Binghampton Smith, E. Sup’t. 
10 Havana St:—Hesea Sheffield, E. Sup’t. 
79 Conhorton Ct:—Salmon Brunson, E. Su- 
perintendent; Thos. Burk, Ass’t. 
831 


The Superannuated are, J.A.Miller, E.; Hen- 
ry Lyon, E.; James Heath, E. 3. 

The Unstationed are, Elders Matthew Lewis, 
Nathaniel Ames; and licensed preachers, Joel 
Roberts, Ebenezer Kelsey, Justus Bartholomew, 
Samuel Rose, Samuel Pease, Jonathan Nichol- 
son, James Doty, Daniel P. Ketcham. 10. 


We have 17 Stationed, 10 Unstationed, and 
3 Superannuated ministers & preachers, 30 
Number of members, 831 
Total number, S61 

None have withdrawn or been expelled. 
One has died, Nelson Palmer, an Elder, and 
a worthy minister of the Gospel; a brief state- 
ment of whose character the Rev. Orren Miller 


was appoined to prepare; but is not ready to 
accompany this. 


The Conference say the following act shall 
be sent for publication: 


Resolved, That at the third Quarterly Meet- 
ing in the Conference year, the class leaders 
shall make a nomination of delegates to the 
Annual Conference; and the classes shall elect 
in their several classes. The class leader, with 
the secretary of the class, shall be the presiding 
and inspecting officers of the election in their 
class, and shall report to. the last Quarly Meet- 
ing the result of the election; and the Quarterly 
Meeting Conference shall canvass the election 


|} of the several classes, and declare who is duly 


elected by the greatest number of votes; and 


the President and Secretary of the Quarterly 
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Meeting Conference shall give the delegate 
thus elected a certificate of the election; which 
shall be his credentials. 

Resolved, That the thanks of this Conference, 
to the benevolent kind friends of this village, be 
given tomorrow in the public congregation, and 
that the same be inserted in the Methodist Pro- 
testant. 

Resolved, That this Conference adjourn to 
the first Wednesday in October, when they 
shall meet again at such place as a committee 
shall fix; and that John B. Goodenough, Isaac 
Foster, and Thomas Burck, together with the 
President, be that committee. 


BALTIMORE: 


FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 24, 1832. 


How are our principles of Church Discipline and 
Government to be most extensively known and 
understood? 

We answer, by a full, clear, and satisfactory 
public exhibition of them from those who are 
best qualified to furnish said statement, either 
orally or through the medium of the press. 

Are not many of our brethren of the minis- 
try, and others of the membership, most hap- 
pily calculated, from their personal knowledge 
of facts and circumstances, to present periodi- 
cally, in all our stations and circuits, a lucid 
and resistless exposition of them to the congre- 
gations who might be properly convened on a 
suitable evening for that purpose? And are not 
most of such brethren deficient, if this said ex- 
hibition be necessary? Are not some afraid to 
do their duty, (strange paradox as it may seem, ) 
lest they should do wrong? 

A proper exhibition, we are inclined to be- 
lieve, would require sound judgment, great dis- 
cretion and prudence, much firmness, sweet- 
ness, and forbearance—particularly when refer- 
ence would be had to the persecutions and 
slanders and unjust expulsions of those, whose 
cnly fault was a sense of their Christian rights, 
and the expression, publication, and defence 
of the principles of Representation. Yet we 
know many, (and doubtless there are others who 
are unknown to us,) who are admirably quali- 
fied for this public labour. 

We believe that the membership would be 
well qualified to make such selections for this 
laudable exposition as could not fail to be im- 


' posing and successful. A public notice, after 


such selection was made, would induce many 
to come out; and if the members make the se- 
lection, we doubt not they will generally attend, 
as also many of the public. 

The Press is another and very powerful 
method, when suitably furnished with princi- 
ples, facts, deductions, and appeals; and par- 


ticularly when the proper circulation is given 
to the issues of the press and the necessary fos- 
tering patronage is extended to sustain it. It 
is our,opinion, that could we circulate and sus- 
tain only ten thousand copies even of the pre- 
sent church paper, that it would accomplish a 
Reform in the Methodist Episcopal Church; or 
‘tens of thousands of her members would reform 
themselves into the Methodist P. Church. We 
speak what we verily believe—and when tens 
of thousands join us, hundreds of thousands 
would very soon follow. 


It would seem that many of our people take 
the paper and preserve it carefully in their fami- 
lies—to this we enter no objection. But do 
they make it a part of their business, as opportuni- 
ty occurs, to call the attention of their acquaint- 
ance and friends to the subjects discussed in the 
paper? The periodical is composed of paper 
and letters. It has no animal life, no locomo- 
tive power. It cannot transfer itself into fami- 
lies, and neighborhoods, or cities! No! It must 
be carried if it ever gets into either. 


Have our friends ever thought of this, whilst 
they have been informed and edified themselves 
by the varied productions of eminent and mas- 
terly writers, on the subject of church rights 
aud church government? We ask again, whilst 
they have been informed, have they felt a be- 
coming interest for the cause, and for its exten- 
tion? 

In vain may we look for a rapid spread and 
triumph of our principles, whilst the lips of our 
leading men are almost closed on the subject, 
and while we are satisfied to receive and peruse 
the paper only for ourselves. 

Many of our leading men have been greatly 
deficient on this subject. - How they can an- 
swer to God and their own consciences for their 
personal neglect of the matter and controversy 
now at issue for principles the most sacred, we 
cannot divine. It would seem that some think 
they have done a sufficiency by being haled to 
trial and excommunication, whilst others sup- 
pose, that by their seceding from the Methodist 
Episcopal Church that they have discharged 
their whole duty. 

Our cause is a common cause, and it expects 
every lover of it to promote it by all proper ac- 
tive means. For what have we suffered excom- 
munication? for what have we seceded except it 
be for the sake of religious liberty, and that the 
world of our fellow Methodists might enjoy that 
liberty. 

Are we so infatuated as to suppose in such a 
world as this, that because ‘ve have suffered for 
the truth, that all we have todo is merely to read 
of our principles and our persecutions;~ merely 
to pursue our worldly business through the 
week, and attend church occastonally; and that 
then we have done all our duty, and then ex- 
pect the Methodist people to become Methodist 
Protestants—because we have suffered, and_be- 
cause we have seceded. : 


O no! such an expectation must be futile. 
We must labour to convinee our opponents and 
the world, that we believe the principles we ad- 
vocate, are truly conducive to their best inter- 
ests. We should look out all'suitable opportu- 
nities to inform our opponents and the public of 
our principles. We should endeavovr to enlist 
their attention to the able discussions of them. 
We should strive to draw them to the house of 
God—to a perusal and examination of our con- 
stitution and discipline, and induce them to 
subscribe for the church periodical. 

How many of our own members are there who 
profess to be Methodist Protestants (and who 
possess the means), who have not even the dis- 
cipline of the church. How many others are 
without the Methodist Protestant? 

A Methodist Protestant is expected to be 
more intelligent than a Methodist Episcopalian. 
The Methodist Protestant Church expects it, 
and the world expects it. Let us be up and 
doing-faithful in all things. Heaven will only 
bless and prosper those who do their duty. 


For the Methodist Protestant. 
THE LORDS SUPPER. 


‘This do in remembrance of me.’’—Jesus. 

‘For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink 
this cup, ye do shew the Lord’s death till he 
come’’—Paul. | 


Mr. Eptror,—It is of the first importance 
that we understand the nature and design of the 
Lord’s Supper. For the want of a right under- 
standing of this institution, many christians par- 
take without being profited; and others, from 
erroneous views, are deterred from approaching 
the Lord’s table. We view the Lord’s Supper 
as a perpetual, commemorative, christian feast, 
and a standing means of grace, instituted by 
Christ, to be observed in his church till he shall 
come to judge the world in righteousness. 

The Jews had several commemorative feasts 
of divine institution, for the observance of 
which, all the males over twelve years of age 
were obliged to appear before the Lord, at the 
temple, annually. The Passover, the Penticost, 
and the Feast of Tabernacles, were the great 
national commemorative festivals celebrated an- 
nually by the Jews. 

The Passover was established in commemo- 
ration of the coming forth of the Israelites out 
of Egypt. and was called the passover from the 
Hebrew verb or root Pasach, which signifies to 
pass, to skip or leap over, because the night be- 
fore their departure, the destroying angel, who 
slew the first born of the Egyptians, passed by — 
or over the houses of the Israelites that were 
marked with the blood of the lamb which had 
been killed the preceding evening; and for this 
reason, was called the Paschal Lamb. +» The 
passover was also called the feast of unleavened 
bread, because the Israelites were obliged to eat 
that kind of bread during the seven days of the 
feast, to remind them of their hard fare and 
sore bondage in Egypt. It commenced on the 
afternoon of the fourteenth day of Nisan, an- 
swering to our March, and to the time of the 
christian festival, Easter, .The Lamb sacrificed 
at the passover was typical of ‘‘the Lamb of 
God who taketh away the sin of the world.” 
As the destroying Angel passed over the houses 
‘marked with the blood of the Paschal Lamb, so 
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the wrath of God passes over the souls of those 
who believe in Jesus Christ, ‘‘whom God hath 
set forth to be,a propitiation, through faith in 
his blood.” 

The feast of Penticost was instituted in me- 
mory of the giving of the j@w at Mount Sinai, 
and has its name from the Greek word penti- 
coste, fiftieth, because it commenced on the fif- 
tieth day ‘after the first day of the passover. It 
is here worthy of remark, that on the first an- 
niversary. Of this, feast, after the resurrection 
and ascension of Christ, God sent down his 
Holy Spirit oh the disciples accompanied by 
the most decisivé emblems of light, life, and 
power; thus signifying, that the new law of light 
and life and power was now ushered in and 
shouldbe promulgated to the world of mankind. 
“The law was given my. Moses, but grace and 
truth came by Jesus Christ.” 

The ‘feast of Tabernacles was kept in me- 
mory of the Israelites dwelling in terts while 
journeying in the wilderness. It was celebrated 
after the haryest, and commenced on the fif- 
teenth of Tizri, (answering to our September, 


and continued eight days. During which pe=' 


riod, the Jews erected and dwelt in booths made 
ofthe boughs of trees, decorated with flowers 
and fruits, and rejoiced before Jehovah and con- 
gratulated each other on the bounty and good- 
ness of God toward their nation. 

These feasts, and all other rites of the Jewish 
Church, were abrogated on the day in which 
Christ, the great sacrifice, hung upon the cross. 
For in the hour he dismissed his spirit, ‘‘the 
veil of the temple which separted the holy place 
where the priests ministered, from the holy of 
holies, into which the high priest only entered 
once a year, to make a general expiation for 
the sins of the people, was rent in twain from 
the top to the bottom, signifying that the whole 


‘Mosaic economy had come to nn end, and 


that all men, Jews and Gentiles, might hence- 
forth have access to the throne of grace, 
through the one great atonement, and by the 
one mediator, the Lord Jesus Christ. Hence 
Paul exhorts the Hebrews, ‘‘Having, therefore, 
brethren, boldness to enter into the holiest by 
the blood of Jesus, by a new and living way, 
which he hath consecrated for us, through the 
vail, that is to say, his flesh. And having a 
high priest over the house of God, let us draw 
nigh with a true heart and full assurance of 
faith.” 

On the evening of the day in which Christ 
was betrayed, after he had eaten the Jewish 
passover with his disciples, he instituted his 
supper, not as an annual feast, but as a per- 
petual ‘feast, commemorative of his death and 
passion. ‘The Lord Jesus, the same night in 
which he was betrayed, took bread; and when 
he had given thanks, he broke it and said: take, 
eat, this is my body which is broken for you; 
this do in remembrance of me. After the same 
manner also he took the cup, when he had 
supped, saying: This cup is the new testament 
in my blood, this do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in 
remembrance of 1. Cor. xi. 23, 28. 

After the ascension of their Lord, the disci- 
ples, in obedience to his command, continued 
the observance of this christian feast, and 
taught the primitive Christians also to observe 


it; hence, in the book of Acts and in the Epis- 


tles, it appears that the converts to christianity 
made this rite a partof the services on every 
Lord’s day. Even at Troas, in Asia, where 
Paul tarried seven days, on his return from 
Greece to Syria, the believers were in the prac- 
tice of celebrating the Lord’s Supper on the 


j admit .. this assertion, because of its conse- 
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first day of the week. “Knd te the first | ple John, in ascribing to ‘Jesus Christ, who is 


day of the week, when the disciples came to- 
gether to break bread, Paul preathed unto 
them.” Acts xx. alseeappears, that the 
evening of the Lord’s,day Was selected as the 
most appropriate time for this‘service; for Paul 
“continued his speech until midnight. And 
there were many lights in the upper chamber 
where they were gathered together.” 

But it has been asserted, that the disciples 
misunderstood their master’s meaning when he 
cave them bread and wine, after having supped: 
on the Paschal Lamb—that he did not design to 
institute this‘us a religious rite in his church, 
commemorative of his death and passion—and 
that the disciples led the primitive Christians. 
into errot-and Christians of every age since 
have followed ‘them in error. We dare not 


quences. For if we admit, that the disciples 
were mistaken in so plain a case, we have no 
carantee that they were not also mistaken in 
other points of still greater importance. here 
s, however, one fact which settles this ques- 
tion, and that is, Paul received from the Lord, 
by revelation, a history of the institution and 
obligations of the supper. Addressing himself 
to the Corinthians, who had been guilty of great 
improprieties in celebrating the Lord’s Supper, 
Paul says: ‘For I have received of the Lord 
that which also I delivered unto you, that the 
Lord Jesus, the same night in which he was be- 
trayed, took bread,’ &c. 1 Cor. xi. 23—25. 
And in the following verse he declares the de- 
sign of the institution: ‘‘For as often as ye eat 
this bread, and drink this cup, ye do shew the 
Lord’s death till he come.’’ Ye do openly pub- 
lish and tell the world, that Jesus died to re- 
deem sinners, that he is risen again, and ascend- 
ed on high, and that he will come again to raise 
the dead, and judge the world in righteousness. 
Now, had there been any error or mismake on 
the part of the disciples, in relation to this feast, 
Christ would have corrected it in his relation to 
Paul, but the revelation has confirmed the facts, 
and sustained the disciples. Therefore, we 
conclude that the disciples were not mistaken; 
that Christ did design his supper to be a per- 
petual rite in his church—that the Apostles, the 
primitive Chistians, and all Christians in every 
age of the church, up to the present days, have 
been under obligation to celebrate this feast. 

It would seem by the institution of this feast, 
that Christ intended to fix the eyes of his fol- 
lowers constantly on the great gospel doctrine; 
‘God so loved the world that he gave his only 
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth on him 
should not pirish, but have everlasting life; for 
God sent not his Son into the world to con- 
demn the world, but that the world, through 
him, might be saved.’ That his death and re- 
surrection was the only foundation of their hope 
of salvation from sin, of a glorious resurrec- 
tion from the dead, and of eternal life. That 
the frequent recurrence of this feast should 
strongly remind Christians of the great love 
wherewith Christ loved them, and gave himself 
for them, to redeem them from all inequity, and 
their corresponding obligation to love him and 
keep his commandments. ‘That as the passover 
was instituted to remind the Israelites of their 
deliverance from Egyptian bondage, so the 
Lord’s supper was instituted to remind Chris- 
tians of the means of their deliverance from the 
bondage of sin; and to encourage them to look 
forward for a participation in the benefits of this 
redemption. Christians may, on those solemn 


the faithful witness, and the first begotten of the 
dead, and the prince of the kings of the earth; 
unto him that loved us and washed us from our 
sins in his own blood, and hath made us kings and 
priests unto God and his Father, to him be glory 
and dominion forever and ever.’ And by faith 
to say, with the same Apostle: ‘‘Beheld, he 
cometh with clouds; and every eye shall see 
him, and they also who pierced him.” 

Several interesting inquiries here present 
themselves in relation to the Lord’s Suppor. 
i. Of what does the Lord’s Supper consist? 
2. What preparations are necessary in the ele- 
ments and in the communicants? 3. Who have 
aright to pariake? 4. What attitude are the 
communicants to cssume at the Lord’s table. 

In our next communication we will endeavor 
to answer these questions. 


For the Methodist Protestant 
“ TEMPORAL ECONOMY. 
To the Members of the Methodist Protestant Church, within 
the bounds of the Maryland Annual Conference. 


Dear BRETHREN AND Ststers,—At the last 
Annual Conference for the Maryland district, 
the brethren thought proper to elect me ‘Cone 
ference Steward.’’ Placed in this situation, it 
became my duty to enter upon an examination 
of the claims of the itinerant ministers for them- 
selves and families, according to the provisions 
of our Discipline,—also, the amount they indi- 
vidually receive from the circuits and stations 
where they had severally laboured the preceding 
year. This examination resulted in a convic- 
tion that many of the societies who had been 
furnished with ministerial services, understood 
well the obligations under which they were 
placed ‘‘to esteem their ministers very highly for 
their works sake,’ and in proof of their attach- 
ment to the servants of God and the Church, 
had “rendered them wrighteous compensation for 
their labours.’’ These brethren came up to the 
Conference with a good report of your ‘‘works 
of faith, and labours of love”? and with cheer- 
fulness took another appointment from under 
the ‘‘stationing authority’ for the present year. 
But there were other brethren, (and some of 
them with large families dependant on them for 


support) who were greatly deficient in their al- - 


lowances, and of consequence they and their 
families had been subjected to privations of a 
very discouraging nature; privations afflicting 
to them and their families; and certainly re- 
proachful to those who had received their ser- 
vices almost gratuitously. So considerable were 
these deficiencies, that some of the brethren 
(contrary to their wishes) would have been 
compelled, by the force of circumstances, to 
decline travelling, had not the ‘‘Ladies Phebian 
Society, and their “Juvenile’’ branch of this 
city (Baltimore) kindly, and seasonably contri- 
buted to their help. It is but an act of justice, 
nay a debt of gratitude the church owes these 
pious and benevolent females, and their inter- 
esting auxiliary society, to say that within the 
last two years they have distributed among the 
preachers upwards of FOUR HUNDRED DOLLARS. 
And this has been done in a way to enhance 
the value of the gift,—their “left hand has not 
known what their right hand did,’”’ so exactly 
have they conformed to the precept of their 
Redeemer in their alms giving. ‘lheir kindness 
however is written upon the tablets of many 
grateful hearts, who esteem it their privilege to 
send up their pious aspirations to the throne of 


occasions, be indulged with the beloved disci- 


God in their behalf—their record is in heaven and 
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METHODIST. PROTESTANT. 


their reward is sure. 


sisters and these interesting children, together 
with other contributions received from some of 


the circuits and stations, went so far to meet! 
the wants of the brethren, as to enable them to. 


take an appointment for the present conference 
year. But your Steward stands informed,shat 
our kind and benevolent sisters, who have figre- 


tofore aided us so seasonably by their comtripu- | 
tions, have thought of turning. their charitiee | 
into another channel, and certainly on@gof. n@ 


less moment and interest to the church; Wiz. 
that of creating a fund to meet the "Tin ex 


of those who may have spent their tin ie 
strength in the service of the church, bot?! 


consequence of infirmities and afflictions, will T& 


compelled to take a superannuated relation to 
the church. To assist such ministers, and also 
the wives and orphans of deceased itinerant 
ministers, they have thought of altering the 
complexion of their societies. Should this be 
the case, the preachers who labour among you, 
must hereafter look to you altogether for their 
support. And to whom should they look, but to 
those who are enjoying the fiuits of their la- 
bours? Shall they be disappointed? Will they 
not receive. the generous support and cordial 
encouragement of their lay-brethren, and also 
of our sisters and friends? Or shall it be said 
that while ministers are sacrificing domestic 
comfort, and engaged in the work of the Lord, 
labouring to build you up in the truths of the 
Gospel, and to win your parents, your children, 
your companions, and your friends to Christ, 
that you withheld from them “a righteous com- 
pensation? Shall it be said that while there is 
wealth and ability to do good, In your posses- 
sion, that your exertions for the advancement 
of the interests of the church, bear but a small 
proposition to the abllity which you have re- 
ceived? What would an apostle say to a peo- 
ple thus favourably cireumstanced, and yet de- 
linquents in point of duty? What does he say: 
“Shall I praise you in ruts? J praise you not.” 
Can any people expect the praise of God or 
man, who, while their ministers are willing to 
be sacrificed for the good of their souls,—and 
foregoing every means and every prospect of 
worldly aggrandizement,—devoting themselves 
night and day to the work of the ministry, are 
nevertheless suffering for the want of . that 
for which they look, and have a right to look 
for; liberal assistance from the church? Is it not 
wrong that those who statedly enjoy the privi- 
leges of a stationed and unstationed ministry 
should forget ‘that the labourer is worthy of his 
hire’ according to every principle of justice 
and religion? Who doubts the justness of every 
minister’s claim upon the church for “a@ righte- 
ous compensaiion?’’ We say righteous because 
we do not mean, nor does the Gospel of Christ, 
nor the discipline of our church, mean, such a 
superabundance as to make your preachers 
wealthy,—but simply enough to make them 
comfortable and to provide decently for their 
families. More than this they have no right to 
ask, less than this it is wrong to give. If this 
is not attended to on the part of the church, 
brethren will of necessity quit the itinerant 
field which has flourished under their culture far 
beyond the most sanguine expectations of cur 
friends; far beyond even the fears and predic- 
tions of our foes, and hereafter devote their 
time, their intellectual and bodily powers to do- 
mestic pursuits, which, under other circumstan- 
ces they would have gladly and wHo.ty dedi: 
cated to the service of the church. Their 
places will then of necessity be filled with the 


The liberality of these: 


‘obligations and privileges. 


xist, and it should be rempved as speedily as 


young and inexpefienced, and the cause mea- 
sureably suffer. And shall the heritage of the 
Lord ‘languish, while the hands and the heads 
that should be bpsy in building up her waste 


‘places, are employed in secular affairs? And 


all for the want of each individual member of 
the church understanding and acting up to their 
But why dwell upon 
his point so long and so emphatic? The answer 
found in the necessity of the case. 
The necessity for a word-of exhortation does 


possible. This evil of whith our friends uni- 


Fversally complain can and ought to be removed. 
ey} et every fhember of the church, young or old, 
Pmale and female be impressed with the truth as 


itis in Christ—that the future interests of the 
church may be furthered or retayded according 
to the improvement or misimpkovement they 
make of their talents and influenge, ‘Let every 
member stand in the lot of provjdence, and be 
ready to contribute their proportion of help. 
Ministers of the Methodist ‘Protestant Church 
have a higher claim tpon you forésupport; than. 
the ministers of the old here? they fix’ their 
own salary without the voice or vote of the laity 
—but with us you havé:an equal voice and vote. 
Though we thus speak, we expect better things 
ot you dear brethren and sisters, even the things 
that will accompany the salvation of our Zion. 
You will never suffer the great principle of lay- 
representation to be reproached so much, as to 
vive its foes reason to think that the ministr 
must rule, or the people will not do their duty. 
It is a fact which speaks loud, and emphatic, 
that when the great cause of representation has 
achieved the most glorious triumphs, it has been 
among those whose liberality is spoken of through- 
out the churches. In conclusion the conference 
steward speaks knowingly when he says that 
such was the amount of deficiencies during the 
last conference year,—and so small the amount 
of collections from the circuits and stations that 
nothing but the aid we received and already no- 
ticed could have sustained our cause in some 
parts of the work. It will no doubt be thought 
by many that it is policy to keep these matters 
to ourselves,—but we know of no policy to justi- 
fy the conference steward from making a fair 
representation of our financial concerns. In 
doing this he isin good company. ‘The *Advo- 
cate and Journal” of our old side triends gives 
as fearful and appalling account of the deficiency 
of their conferences. Weare well aware, that 
what with building places of worship and other 
expences, our friends have had much to do— 
there is, however, one fact connected with this 
subject. that those stations and circuits which 
have built the most churches, and been at the 
most expence,—have not only paid their minis- 
ters the full amount of their salaries,—but in 
almost every instance made conference collec- 
tions to assist other places. In conclusion the 
‘‘conference steward;’ would most affectionately 
and respectfully suggest to the brethren and sis- 
ters, and also to our friends who do not belong 
to society, but are nevertheless interested in 
our concerns, to engage a fresh in the cause, 
and if it be admissable he would offer a few 
thoughts on the manner of encreasing our pecu- 
niary helps—viz: 

Ist, There are about 2500 members in socie- 
ty within the bounds of our district—let each of 
thees be solicited to pay into the hands of their 
respective leaders the small sum of 25 cents per 
year, over and above their regular quarterage, 
and let this be forwarded on to conference to 
meet the deficiencies of the brethren and their 
families, and to employ other faithful men to go 


If this 
can doit. Let 
mount the poor 


forth bearing the vessels of the Lord. 
would be done—and surely, 
the rich be willing to pay 


cannot. If any leader shOtmeapprove of this 
course, and propose it to hi¥tlass and they ac- 
cede to it,—it Wiliserve the interests of the 


church to make i wn through the columns of 
the Seago will doubtless follow the ex- 
ample. 

9d, Let each circuit and station take up con- 
ference collections at every appointment, takin 
care to inform the congregation beforehand o 
such an intention. 

Sd, Let our friends who attend on our minis- 
try have an opportunity of contributing by wait- 
ing on them at their houses. Let them know 
their help is needed and appreciated, afd they 
will cheerfully aid us. Thus much have we 
written under a sense of duty growing out of 
the relation we sustain to the conference,—and - 
we have said no more than what we thought 


necessary. W. W. WALLACE; 
Feb, 16, 1832. 


EPISTOTARY. 


For the Methodist Protestant. ’ 
TO S. M**#*#, 


Though, in your journey through life, my dear 
young friend, you will find that promises are 
too often given, but to be broken—yet, I would 
not have you thenceforth think that there is no 
truth in man. ‘There is a wide difference be- 
tween that blind credulity which relies implicit- 
| y upon the flatterers honied falsehood—and 
that cold suspicion which refuses its credence 
to any. ‘Thus much [ have said ere I attemptto 
redeem my promise of writing something for 
you. Would to Heaven that [ could so write 
as to profit you, and all that read: But,alas! I 
know my own weakness, and inability too well 
to indulge in such a hope;---and my trust must 
be in Him, who nerved the stripling David, 
when he went forth to battle against the Philis- 
tine Chief. 

Just entering upon the busy theatre of life— 
it were idle to lift the warning voice against 
dangers which must be encountered before their 
existence will be believed—yet trust me my 
friend, when I say to you, that this fair and 
siniling world is false as she is fair: its paths 
may lead you onward to rich and fragrant bow- 
ers, the gay abode of pleasures thoughtless vota- 
ries; and those paths may indeed be covered 
with roses;—but beneath, their fragrant leaves is 
heard the serpent’s hiss; and sooner, or later, all 
who wander there will feel the venom of his 
pangs. Believe me; this world so beautiful in 
prospect full of peace and pleasure as we 
ook upon it in the morn of life, will, as we ad- 
vance, be found one by one, to wither, and blast 
every hope that it has raised. _Like the far-off 
mountain, on whose sides glitter a thousand rich 
tints of tree, and shrub, and flower; but in 
whose bosom burns the fierce and desolating 
volcano. 


Fair laughs the morn and soft the zephyr blows; 
While proudly riding o’er the azure reahn, ~ 

In gallant trim, the golden vessel goes 

Youth at the prow, and pleasure at the helm. 


This is the picture of life’s commencement— 
but its end, who can tell. Shall I say to you, 
that the clouds of disappointment and adversity 
are hovering in that morning sky;—that ina 
brief period their shadows will obscure its beau- 
ty;—shall I warn you, that ere long, that gentle, 
zephyr may, and will become a tornado, whose 
resistless force no human strength can stand— 
shall I point to you the shattered and tempest 
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troubles: 
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* than the generality of her sex. 


64 
beaten wreck Of that once glorious vessel— youth 
fled—and in the'place of smiling pleasure—the 


' withering. face of disappointment and despair. 


Alas the world isgovered with those wrecks, 
and you have only to look and see them! What 
then! is this life-a barren waste, from whose 
bleak bosom sprifigs forth naught but trouble, 
and grief, and misery. Even so:—and ever 
onward step but brushes aside the thin veil whic 
hides its defermities. Who then would willing- 


around himself the galling fetters of 
i 


8 world’s bonda nd bind down his heaven 
born soul to its dark and dreary service. Let 
me hope that you, for whom [ write will uot be 
s0 unwise. 

But there is a way to escape from all these 
A new and living “way” in which. 
the soul that walks shall find joy in the midst of 
tribulation and peace within; while all without 
is storm and,tempest. Oh that I could lead you 
to that way; it is the way of righteousness—the 

th of true religion; it leads to happiness and 

od. Have we wants, God can supply them 
all.. Areewe in trouble, He can extricate us 
Do affliction press our souls, He can soften and 


‘remove them. Does sin pollute our joys, with 


Him is»the fountain of cleansing. Does Satan 


Vex our souls, He invites us to his arms as our 


refuge. Shall we not then avail ourselves of 
the high privilege of going to him, who under all 
circumstances is both able and willing to suc- 
cour and save all who come to him! And in- 
dependent of that safety which can. be found 
with God, and with him alone, there is nothing 
which so elevates a character, and especially a 
female ‘character as deep and intimate commu- 
nien with her Maker. She seems then to be 
allied to angelic natures. A sort of mellow ra- 
diance is poured into her character, as if some 
of Heaven’s own glory had _ been, let 
allupon her. She moves in a higher sphere 
She is another 
being than those idle sickly daughters of plea- 
sure, who waste their lives in dreaming fanciful 
visions of happiness, sporting awhile aiid life’s 
tumultuous joys, and then sinking unblessed in- 
to. a wretched eternity. She converses with 
God; and at his throne, she acquires a benevo- 
lence, a dignity, a humility which throw around 
her an attractive lustre, puts sweetness into eve- 


_ ry action.and expression, make her contented 


—and enjoy a blesteternity above, is the prayer 
of your friend. Ls: H. R. 


in every condition of life, patient under every 
affliction, faithful in the discharge of every duty; 


* and which even grace her dying hours, and make 


her death-bed a scene of joy and triumph. That 
you may live thus nobly---and dies thus happily 


' YOUTH AND MANHOOD. 

As in-the succession of the seasons, each, by 
the invariable laws of nature, affects the pro- 
ductions of what is next in cvurse: so, in hu- 
man life, every period of our age, according as 
it is well or ill spent, influences the happiness 
of that which is to follow. Virtuous youth gen- 
erally brings forward accomplished and flour- 
ishing manhood; and such manhood passes off 
itself, without uneasiness, into respectable and 
tranquil old age. But when nature is turned 
out of its fegelar course, disorder takes place in 
the moral, just asin the vegetable world. If 
the spring put forth no. blossoms, in summer 
there will be no beauty, and in the autumn no 
fruit. So if youth be trifled away: without im- 

rovement, manhood will be .contemptible, and 
old age miserable, If the beginnings of life have 
been vanity, its latter end can be no other than 
vexation of spirit. : 


PROTESTANT. 


POETRY. 


From the Christian Recorder. | 
GOD MY FRIEND? 


Is God my friend? Then welcome death— 
How sweet the thonght appears, ' 
That when I breathe my parting sigh, 
He’ll calm my rising fears. 


Is God my friend? Then welcome life, 
And all its varying cares, 

His wisdom chooses all for me, 
And numbers all my years. 


Is God my friend! Then why should I 
His tender care distrust? 

He will provide, though earthly friends 
Should moulder into dust. 


Is God my friend? Thrice welcome then, 
Affliction, pain, and care— 

Sweet tokens of a Father’s love, 
Which with his Son I share. 


Is God my friend? Then ‘all is mine,’ 
The world, and life and death; 

E’en Heaven and Christ belong to me, 
And all the wealth of faith. 


Is God my friend? Then sin in vain 
Shall lure my feet aside. 

For he is stronger than my foes, 
And he will be my guide— 


My guide through all the stormy paths, 
Which Christian pilgrim’s tread; 

My life, my all, when this frail form 
Is numbered with the dead. 


How bless’d to have a friend in Heav’n 
Who intercedes for me; 
That where my dearest treasure is, 
I svon may hope to be. 


INTELLIGENCE, 


GREAT AND DESTUCTIVE FLOOD. 


WaeeE tine, Feb. 15, 1832. 

It falls to our lot to-day to record the most extensive 
and destructive flood which has occurred in the history 
of this country. The Ohio river commenced rising at 
this place on Thursday last. On Friday, soon after 12 
o'clock, it bégan to overflow its banks. ‘The water 
rose at the rate of twelve inches an hour till Saturday 
morning, when it began to rise less and less rapidly till 
8 at night, when it came to a stand and soon after be- 
gan to fall.—The precise height of the river above 
low water mark has not yet been ascertained. It is 
not known to have risen higher since the memory 
of the oldest person now living; it being from 5 to 6 
feet higher than it was at the memorable floods of .84 
and .13. The destruction of property occasioned b 
this calamity is beyond calculation, The whole valley 
of the Ohio from its source to its mouth, within the 
reach of this tremenduous freshet must present one un- 
interrupted scene of waste, desolation and distress. 
The farms on the rich bottoms have been swept of the 
fences, and dwellings. barns, corn and meat houses with 
their contents, and the stock. 

All the towns and villages along the river have been 
wholly or in part inundated, and many of the buildings 
with all they contained have been carried away. 

All the low part of our town has suffered severely— 
it is impossible at this time to estimate the loss of pro- 
perty-—42 houses, we are informed, mostly small frames 
have been swept away from South Wheeling.—The 
bridge over Wheeling Creek is gone—35 houses were 
counted passing by on the river from Saturday morning 
till 12 o’cluck. A large warehouse filled with flour, ; 
lodged on the upper point of the island. The river is 


now even with the banks. In our next we shall be able 
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MARYLAND ANNUAL CONFERENCE. 
The Annual Conference of the Methodist Protestant 


Y | Church for the Maryland District, will be held in the 


city of Georgetown, District of Columbia, to commence 
on the first Wednesday in April next. 


TERMS. 


Three Dollars for the year’s subscription if paid at the 
close of the present year. 


Two Dollars will be expected of all who pay at the 
time of ordering the paper, and will entitle the subscrib- 
er to receive the paper forthe entire year. All new 
subscribers are required to pay at the time of subscribing. 

Two Dollars and Fifty Cents will entitle the present 
subscribers to the paper for the year, if paid before the 
first day of July, next.—Fifteen Dollars remitted for 
new subscribers in advance, will entitle the person re- 
mitting to one copy gratis for the year. 
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